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Prime minister appealed for joint 
attention for the crisis in Venezuela 
‘Bucket list’: White House garden tours 
prune a U.S. divide 
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Lauren Serpe, back left, and Rashida Holman-Jones pose for photos with their kids from left, Zynn 
Jones, Sydney Serpe, and Zuri Jones, during the White House Fall Garden Tour in Washington, 
Saturday, Oct. 8, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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House Ecury as KLM Huisje 103 
is proof of the close and fruitful 
relationship between KLM and Aruba 
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Nikkei Sushi Bar, 


not just a sushi bar. 
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By ELLEN KNICKMEYER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — There were the 
young women in fresh fall coats, a guy 
in a suit, hoodied parents with kids, all 
maneuvering for selfies with the White 
House south facade. The plant fans and 


the history fans leaned in to admire the 
perennials and centuries-old trees on the 
lawns where Commander the dog lolls 
and Marine One the helicopter lands. 


Continued on Page 2 
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‘Bucket list’: White House garden tours prune a U.S. divide 


Continued from Front 


Again and again, Secret 
Service agents rose to the 
challenge of the White 
House fall garden tour over 
the weekend, open to all 
comers with a free ticket: 
“Off the grass!” one agent 
in black uniform shouted, 
squaring his shoulders, not 
for the first time, not for 
the last. A straying visitor 
hopped back on the path. 
An estimated 30,000 people 
in all strolled through the 
White 
House’s 
black 
metal gates on Saturday 
and Sunday, as the red- 
uniformed Marine Band, 
overlooking 
the 
South 
Lawn, 
played 
everyone 
through. 
With some of the most 
formidable of temporary 
security 
fencing 
down 
and pandemic restrictions 
eased, the tours on a not- 
rainy weekend were a 
throwback to the White 
House’s early days, when 
there were fewer restrictions 
on access to the People’s 
House. For a weekend, the 
tour sheared off some of 
the distance between the 
nation’s executive and a 
curious, divided public. 
The annual fall and spring 


tours open the gates on 
gardens more than 200 
years old — the oldest 
continually 
maintained 
landscape in the United 
States, says the National 
Park Service 
“It’s sort of a bucket list 
thing to check off,” said 
Ryan Harrison, 29. He and 
wife Lindsey Harrison, 30, 
came hours early from their 
Washington home to be in 
line at 7:07 a.m. Saturday. 
They wanted to see the 
Rose Garden, and maybe 
more. “There’s a chance 
the president will walk out 
and say hello,” she said. 
President Joe Biden, in 
fact, was at his home in 
Delaware. 
There were limits to the 
hospitality: Grounds crews 
wheeled out evergreens 
in containers to block the 
path of a garden in the 
back, 
where 
the 
palm 
prints of grandkids and 
paw prints of pets offer a 
glimpse of the lives of the 
White House residents. 
The 
human 
occupants 
weren’t on hand, but the 
bees in the beehives were, 
scouting 
out 
head-high 
orange marigolds in the 
flourishing, blooming patch 
that 
hosts 
the 
kitchen 


vegetable garden started 
by Michelle Obama and 
the cutting-flower garden 
started by Jill Biden. 
John Adams is credited with 
preparing ground for the 
first White House vegetable 
garden, 
although 
a 
reelection loss meant he 
left before the 1801 spring 
planting season, historians 
say. He hired white and 
Black workers during his 
time as president, although 
the White House Historical 
Association notes that other 
presidents brought Black 
people they held in slavery 
to work as gardeners. 
The 
current 
head 
groundskeeper 
is 
Dale 
Haney, who was honored 
by the Bidens last week for 
his 50 years of service at the 
White House. In the minutes 
when the tour areas were 
open 
to 
journalists 
on 
the weekend but not yet 
the public at large, one 
gardener hauled off a last 
cart of limbs and leaves. 
Another tidied up with what 
appeared to be a battery- 
powered leaf blower (an 
aha moment for gardeners 
in these days of controversy 
over 
gasoline-powered 
ones). 
Public access to the White 


House grounds may have 
hit its apogee in 1837, 
when 
Andrew 
Jackson 
celebrated 
George 
Washington’s birthday by 
throwing open the White 
House doors to all — men 
and boys in frock coats and 
straw hats, women and girls 
in bonnets -— who wanted 
a share of a donated 
1,400-pound (635-kilogram) 
cheese. 
“For hours did a crowd of 
men, women and boys 
hack at the cheese, many 
taking large hunks of it away 
with them,” a journalist from 
the time wrote. “Nothing 
else was talked about at 
Washington that day.” 
World War II, 9/11 and other 
security concerns steadily 
carved away at access for 
ordinary Americans. 
When first lady Pat Nixon 
started the spring and fall 
garden tours in 1973, the 
White House itself still was 
open to visitors lining up for 
tours. 
These 
days, 
members 
of the public generally 
are asked to go through 
congressional offices for 
spots on White House tours. 
Families enter a lottery for 
a spot in the annual White 
House Easter egg roll. 


For 
the 
garden 
tour 
weekends, the line wraps 
around the metal gates 
surrounding about 18 acres 
(7 hectares). 
A VIP group that came in 
at the head of Saturday’s 
garden tour was allowed 
close enough to peer in 
the windows, getting in 
the backdrop of people’s 
photos of a serene Rose 
Garden 
brightened 
by 
yellow flowers, and raising 
questions about just who 
was getting first gnaw on 
the big cheese. 
Rashida 
Holman-Jones, 
an administrator at the 
Washington-area 
SEED 
School, came through the 
gates with her 7-year-old 
twin girls, a 17-year-old 
student, Simona Weimer, 
and others. 
Weimer was great with 
the compost and pitching 
in overall at the school’s 
garden, 
Holman-Jones 
said. 
Holman-Jones 
got 
involved 
with 
school 
gardening 
as 
a 
direct 
outgrowth 
of 
Michelle 
Obama’s 
gardening- 
friendly drive for better 
nutrition for kids. 
At the time, “I wasn’t into 
gardening,” she said. “But 
I was really, really into 
Michelle Obama.” 
In the White House gardens 
this past weekend, well- 
pruned 
boxwood-like 
plantings kept all the red, 
green, yellow, purple and 
orange, pollinator-friendly 
fall blooms in line. 
Topiary was big. Photos 
and plaques marked trees 
planted by past presidents, 
with Queen Elizabeth II, 
Hillary Clinton and others 
also part of the planting 
pedigrees. 
The 
oldest 
trees 
are 
identified 
as 
two southern magnolias, 
planted by Jackson. 
On Saturday, a man in a 
suit edged close to the 
White 
House 
exterior. 
A Secret Service agent 
looming alongside hip-high 
shrubbery told him to get 
back. 
Holman-Jones, 
a 
friend, 
and their beaming little girls 
pressed in for their photo. 
Weimer, 
from 
Ethiopia, 
got a photo for the folks 
back 
home, 
capturing 
her moment at the White 
House.q 


Visitors line the South Lawn during the White House during the White House Fall Garden Tour in Washington, Saturday, Oct. 8, 2022. 
Associated Press 


U.S. NEWS A3 
Tuesday 11 OcTOber 2022 


By The Associated Press 
The websites for some ma- 
jor U.S. airports went down 
early Monday in an appar- 
ent coordinated denial-of- 
service attack, although 
officials said flights were 
not affected. 
The attacks followed a call 
by a shadowy group of 
pro-Russian hackers that 
calls itself Killnet for coor- 
dinated denial-of-service 
attacks on the targets. The 
group published a target 
list on its Telegram chan- 
nel. 
“We noticed this morning 
that the external website 
was down, and our IT and 
security people are in the 


process of investigating,” 
said Andrew Gobeil, a 
spokesman for Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield-Jackson Interna- 
tional Airport. “There has 
been no impact on opera- 
tions.” 
Portions of the public-fac- 
ing side of the Los Angeles 
International Airport web- 
site were also disrupted, 
spokeswoman 
Victoria 
Spilabotte said. “No inter- 
nal airport systems were 
compromised and there 
were no operational dis- 
ruptions.” 
Spilabotte said the air- 
port notified the FBI and 
the Transportation Secu- 
rity Administration, and the 


airport’s information-tech- 
nology team was working 
to restore all services and 
investigate the cause. 
Several other airports re- 
ported problems connect- 
ing to their websites and 
appeared to be function- 
ing very slowly, including 
Chicago’s O’Hare Inter- 
national Airport website, 
which was included on Kill- 
net’s target list. 
The 
Chicago 
Depart- 
ment of Aviation said in a 
statement that websites 
for O’Hare and Midway 
Airport went offline early 
Monday but that no air- 
port operations were af- 
fected. 


Last week, a group of 
hackers claimed respon- 
sibility 
for 
cyberattacks 


against 
state 
govern- 
ment websites across the 
country.q 


By JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
small-business 
advocacy 
group has filed a new law- 
suit seeking to block the 
Biden administration’s ef- 
forts to forgive student loan 
debt for tens of millions of 
Americans — the latest le- 
gal challenge to the pro- 
gram. 
The suit, filed Monday by 
the Job Creators Network 
Foundation, 
argues 
the 
Biden administration violat- 
ed federal procedures by 
failing to seek public input 
on the program. It’s one of 
a handful of lawsuits that 
have been filed by con- 
servative business groups, 
attorneys and Republican 
lawmakers in recent weeks 
as the Biden administration 
tries to push forward with 
its plan to cancel billions in 
debt before November’s 
midterm elections. 
Elaine 
Parker, 
president 
of Job Creators Network 
Foundation, slammed the 
program as executive over- 
reach 
and 
complained 
that it does nothing to ad- 
dress the root cause of ris- 
ing debt: the “outrageous 
increase in college tuition 
that outpaces inflation ev- 
ery single year.” 
“This bailout is going to af- 
fect everyone in this coun- 
try because of the mass 
size of the program,” she 
said. “And everyone should 


have the opportunity to 
provide their views to the 
government.” She added: 
“These universities need to 
be held accountable for 
this student debt crisis.” 
The Job Creators Network 
Foundation has previously 
turned to the courts to try 
to to block the Biden ad- 
ministration’s 
COVID-19 
vaccine mandate on busi- 
nesses. It also sued Major 
League Baseball in 2001 for 
moving the All-Star game 
out of Atlanta over objec- 
tions to changes to Geor- 
gia’s voting laws. That law- 
suit, which cited losses to 


local businesses, was later 
dropped. 
The new lawsuit is one of 
a growing number of le- 
gal challenges trying to 
halt the proposal laid out 
by President Joe Biden in 
late August to cancel up to 
$20,000 in debt for certain 
borrowers. Six Republican- 
led states filed suit late last 
month, accusing the Biden 
administration of overstep- 
ping its executive powers, 
as did the Pacific Legal 
Foundation, a Sacramen- 
to, California, legal advo- 
cacy group. Their lawsuit, 
filed in federal court in In- 


diana, calls the plan an il- 
legal overreach that would 
increase state tax burdens 
for some Americans who 
get their debt forgiven. 
Meanwhile, a federal judge 
in Wisconsin last week dis- 
missed a lawsuit from a lo- 
cal taxpayers group, the 
Brown County Taxpayers 
Association, that sought to 
block the program, ruling 
that the group didn’t have 
standing to bring the law- 
suit. The group had argued 
that Biden’s order unlawful- 
ly circumvented Congress’ 
power over spending and 
said the plan was discrimi- 


natory because it sought to 
give particular help to bor- 
rowers of color. 
The latest lawsuit, filed in 
U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas 
against the U.S. Education 
Department and its secre- 
tary, Miguel Cardona, takes 
issue with how the plan was 
developed. It alleges the 
Biden administration violat- 
ed the Administrative Pro- 
cedure Act’s notice-and- 
comment procedures. It 
also challenges the admin- 
istration’s legal justification 
for the program. 
The suit includes two plain- 
tiffs: one who does not 
qualify for debt forgiveness 
because the plan excludes 
commercially held loans 
that are not in default, and 
one who did not receive a 
Pell grant and is therefore 
entitled to less debt forgive- 
ness under the plan. 
“Behind closed doors, the 
Department promulgated 
a new Debt Forgiveness 
Program that will affect 
tens of millions of Ameri- 
cans and cost hundreds 
of billions of dollars,” the 
lawsuit reads. “Instead of 
providing notice and seek- 
ing comment from the 
public, 
the 
Department 
hammered out the criti- 
cal details of the Program 
in secret and with an eye 
toward securing debt for- 
giveness in time for the No- 
vember election.”q 


President Joe Biden speaks about student loan debt forgiveness in the Roosevelt Room of the 
White House, Aug. 24, 2022, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Small business group files suit over Biden student loan plan 


Travelers walk through Terminal 1 at O’Hare International 
Airport in Chicago, on Dec. 30, 2021. 
Associated Press 


Some airport websites go offline; cause being investigated 


By JAY REEVES 
Associated Press 
FORT MYERS, Fla. (AP) — 
An army of 42,000 util- 
ity workers has restored 
electricity to more than 
2.5 million businesses and 
homes in Florida since Hur- 
ricane Ian’s onslaught, and 
Brenda Palmer’s place is 
among them. By the gov- 
ernment’s count, she and 
her husband Ralph are part 
of a success story. 
Yet turning on the lights in 
a wrecked mobile home 
that’s likely beyond repair 
and reeks of dried river 
mud and mold isn’t much 
solace to people who lost 
a lifetime of work in a few 
hours of wind, rain and 
rising 
seawater. 
Sorting 
through soggy old photos 
of her kids in the shaded 
ruins of her carport, Palmer 
couldn’t help but cry. 
“Everybody says, ‘You can’t 
save everything, mom,’” 
she said. “You know, it’s my 
life. It’s MY life. It’s gone.” 
With the major search for 
victims over and a large 
swath of Florida’s south- 
west coast settling in for 
the long slog of recovering 
from a rare direct hit by a 
major hurricane, residents 
are bracing for what will be 
months, if not years, of work. 
Mourning lost heirlooms will 
be hard; so will fights with 
insurance companies and 


decisions about what to do 
next. 
Around the corner from 
the Palmers in Coach Light 
Manor, a retirement com- 
munity of 179 mobile homes 
that was flooded by two 
creeks and a canal, a sad 
realization hit Susan Colby 
sometime 
between 
the 
first time she saw her soggy 
home after Ian and Sun- 
day, when she was picking 
through its remains. 
“I’m 86 years old and I’m 
homeless,” she said. “It’s 
just crazy. I mean, never in 
my life did I dream that I 


wouldn’t have a home. But 
it’s gone.” 
Officials 
have 
blamed 
more than 100 deaths, 
most of them in southwest 
Florida, on Ian, a powerful 
Category 4 storm with 155 
mph (249 kph) winds. It was 
the third-deadliest storm to 
hit the U.S. mainland this 
century behind Hurricane 
Katrina, which left about 
1,400 people dead, and 
Hurricane 
Sandy, 
which 
killed 233 despite weaken- 
ing to a tropical storm just 
before landfall. 
At 
a 
makeshift 
memo- 


rial set up in a downtown 
park along the Caloosa- 
hatchee River, Holly Har- 
mon got tearful Monday 
while placing yellow roses 
beside photos of people 
lost to the storm. She said 
it was the first time she’d 
been able to visit because 
she had to wait for an in- 
spector from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency to assess damage 
to her home. 
“My heart is just hurting for so 
many of the people we’ve 
known and grown with and 
everything they’ve lost,” 


said Harmon, 27. 
While Gov. Ron DeSantis 
has heaped lavish praise 
on his administration for the 
early phases of the recov- 
ery, including getting run- 
ning water and lights back 
on and erecting a tempo- 
rary bridge to Pine Island, 
much more remains to be 
done. There are still moun- 
tains of debris to remove; 
it’s hard to find a road 
that isn’t lined with water- 
logged carpet, ruined furni- 
ture, moldy mattresses and 
pieces of homes. 
On the road to Estero Is- 
land, scene of the worst 
damage 
to 
Fort 
Myers 
Beach, workers are using 
heavy machines with huge 
grapples to snatch debris 
out of swampy areas and 
deposit it into trucks. Boats 
of all sizes, from dinghies to 
huge shrimpers and charter 
fishing vessels, block roads 
and sit atop buildings. 
DeSantis said at least some 
of the roadmap for the 
coming months in south- 
west Florida may come 
from the Florida Panhan- 
dle, where Category 5 Hur- 
ricane Michael wiped out 
Mexico Beach and much 
of Panama City in 2018. 
Panama City leaders will 
be brought in to offer ad- 
vice on the cleanup, De- 
Santis told a weekend news 
conference.q 
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A man hauls debris away from a pizza restaurant that was badly damaged by Hurricane Ian at 
Fort Myers Beach, Fla., on Sunday, Oct. 9, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Search for victims done, Florida coast aims for Ian recovery 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A 
statue of Christopher Co- 
lumbus in Philadelphia re- 
mains hidden by a plywood 
box while its fate is decided 
in the courts, but the box 
has now been painted with 
the colors of the Italian flag. 
City officials told the news 
station KYW that they paint- 
ed the box covering the 
146-year-old statue in south 
Philadelphia’s Marconi Pla- 
za with green, white and 
red stripes at the request 
of Councilmember Mark 
Squilla, who represents the 
district. 
The new look came just in 
time for Columbus Day, the 
holiday now celebrated 
in Philadelphia and else- 
where as Indigenous Peo- 


ples Day. 
Thomas DeFino, one of the 
residents who gathered in 
the park Sunday afternoon 


to celebrate their Italian 
American heritage with a 
parade and festival, wel- 
comed the change, The 


Philadelphia 
Inquirer 
re- 
ported. 
“They did it for us the Ital- 
ians. It made us feel a little 
bit better,” DeFino said. “It’s 
to honor our heritage. They 
had to pull some strings to 
paint it.” 
While he appreciated the 
gesture, DeFino said, he 
noted that the statue was 
“still in a box.” 
“He should have been 
taken out at least for one 
day,” he said. 
Mabel 
Negrete, 
execu- 
tive director of Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day Philly Inc., 
told the Inquirer it was “un- 
fortunate” that some Italian 
Americans in the city con- 
tinued to celebrate Colum- 
bus. The painting of the box 


in colors of the Italian flag, 
she said, “undermines in- 
tentions to move forward.” 
Supporters in Philadelphia, 
a city with a deep Italian 
heritage, say they consider 
Columbus an emblem of 
that heritage. 
Mayor Jim Kenney said Co- 
lumbus was venerated for 
centuries as an explorer 
but had a “much more in- 
famous” history, enslaving 
Indigenous people and im- 
posing punishments such 
as severing limbs or even 
death. 
After protests about racial 
injustice began in June 
2020 and some focused on 
the statue, Kenney ordered 
its removal, calling it a mat- 
ter of public safety. q 


In this June 16, 2020 file photo, a city worker measures the statue 
of Christopher Columbus at Marconi Plaza in Philadelphia. 


Associated Press 


Box covering Columbus statue sports colors of Italian flag 


WORLD NEWS A5 
Tuesday 11 OcTOber 2022 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Activists calling for 
the decriminalization of as- 
sisted suicide in the Nether- 
lands took the Dutch gov- 
ernment to court Monday, 
arguing that its ban on 
helping a person end their 
life breaches human rights. 
The case at The Hague Dis- 
trict Court is the latest legal 
battle in a long-running 
debate around end-of-life 
issues in the country that 
in 2002 became the first in 
the world to pass a law that 
decriminalized euthanasia. 
A group called Coopera- 
tive Last Will asked the court 
to declare that the Dutch 
state is “acting unlawfully 
by denying its citizens the 
right to die with dignity un- 
der their own control.” 
Its chairman, Jos van Wijk, 
said he wants the Nether- 
lands to again take a lead- 
ing role in legislation that 
governs people’s lives. 
“The Netherlands has been 
a trailblazer when it comes 
to abortion, when it comes 
to same-sex marriage and 
when it comes to eutha- 
nasia legislation. And now 
we are once again a trail- 
blazer with regard to your 
own control over the end 
of life,” he said. 
Euthanasia involves doc- 


tors under strict conditions 
actively 
killing 
patients 
with an injection of drugs. 
In assisted dying, patients 
are provided with a lethal 
substance that they take 
themselves. 
Cooperative 
Last Will, which says it has 
nearly 
30,000 
members, 
wants the case to force a 
change in the Dutch law to 
decriminalize assistance for 
people who want to take 
their own life at a time of 


their choosing and for a le- 
thal substance to be made 
available under strict con- 
ditions. The Dutch govern- 
ment argues that many 
people who want to end 
their lives can make use 
of the existing euthanasia 
law. “However, the state 
is not obliged and that is 
what this is all about to fa- 
cilitate assisted suicide, let 
alone allow it under all cir- 
cumstances,” government 


lawyer Erik Koppe told a 
three-judge panel. 
Lawyers for the coopera- 
tive argued that the Eu- 
ropean Court of Human 
Rights enshrines a right to 
die at a time and place of 
a person’s choosing. The 
government lawyers dis- 
puted that assertion. 
“No right to die assisted by 
a third party or a public 
authority can be derived 
from the case law of the 


European Court of Human 
Rights, or a right to assisted 
suicide,” Koppe said. 
The court said it would issue 
a decision on Dec. 14. 
Prosecutions 
for 
assisted 
suicide are rare in the Neth- 
erlands. The offense carries 
a maximum sentence of 
three years in prison. 
Prosecutors 
last 
year 
charged Van Wijk with 
“participation in a criminal 
organization whose object 
is to commit and/or plan 
the crime of assisted sui- 
cide.” 
Van Wijk, who denies the 
charges, told judges Mon- 
day that authorities in the 
Netherlands enforce and 
uphold the ban to the ex- 
tent that witnesses and 
next of kin are “intimidated 
and criminalized.” 
He said the strict enforce- 
ment of the ban and the 
prohibition on making a 
deadly substance avail- 
able “are measures that 
we say should be orga- 
nized in another way in a 
civilized society.” 
As the hearing ended, one 
plaintiff, Marion van Ger- 
revink, told the court that 
she found the body of her 
21-year-old son Rob after 
he hanged himself in 2010. 
“I still suffer daily from the 
feeling that I abandoned 
my son. q 


Campaigners take their hat off in a show of respect for people who took their own lives in The 
Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Oct. 10, 2022, where they calling for the decriminalization of 
assisted suicide in the Netherlands took the Dutch state to court, arguing its ban breaches human 
rights norms. 
Associated Press 


Dutch activists sue government over assisted suicide 


HONG KONG (AP) — The 
U.S. warned Hong Kong on 
Monday that its status as a 
financial center could be 
affected if it acts as a safe 
haven for sanctioned indi- 
viduals, days after a luxury 
yacht 
connected 
to 
a 
sanctioned Russian tycoon 
docked in the city. 
“The possible use of Hong 
Kong as a safe haven by 
individuals evading sanc- 
tions from multiple jurisdic- 
tions further calls into ques- 
tion the transparency of 
the business environment,” 
said a U.S. State Depart- 
ment spokesperson in a 
statement. 
The 
State 
Department 
spokesperson also said the 
city’s reputation as a finan- 
cial center “depends on its 


adherence to international 
laws and standards.” 
The statement came days 
after the $500-million su- 
peryacht Nord, allegedly 
owned by Russian tycoon 
Alexey Mordashov, docked 
in Hong Kong’s harbor on 
Wednesday 
following 
a 
week-long journey from the 
Russian city of Vladivostok. 
Mordashov, who is believed 
to have close ties to Rus- 
sian president Vladimir Pu- 
tin, was sanctioned by the 
U.S., U.K. and the European 
Union in February after Rus- 
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
He is one of Russia’s rich- 
est men with an estimated 
wealth of about $18 billion, 
as well as the main share- 
holder and chairman of 
Severstal, Russia’s largest 


steel and mining company. 
Mordashov has attempted 
to challenge the sanctions 
against him in European 
courts. 
Hong Kong’s marine au- 
thorities have said they do 
not implement “unilateral 
sanctions imposed by other 
jurisdictions,” even though 
it implements and enforc- 
es sanctions imposed by 
the United Nations Security 
Council. 
Meanwhile, U.S. and Eu- 
ropean 
authorities 
have 
seized over a dozen yachts 
belonging to sanctioned 
Russian tycoons to prevent 
them from sailing to other 
ports that are not affected 
by the sanctions. 
Russian oligarchs have be- 
gun docking their yachts 


at ports in places like Tur- 
key, which has maintained 
diplomatic ties with Russia 
since the war began. 
The Nord measures 141.6 


meters (464.6 feet), has two 
helipads, a swimming pool 
and 20 cabins. The yacht 
is currently sailing under a 
Russian flag.q 


In this image taken from video footage run by TVB, the 
megayacht Nord, left, worth over $500 million, is seen off Hong 
Kong Island outside Victoria Harbour on Oct. 7, 2022. 


Associated Press 


U.S. warns Hong Kong against helping sanctioned individuals 
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By DÁNICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— The United Nations Se- 
curity Council was evalu- 
ating options including the 
immediate activation of 
foreign troops to help free 
Haiti from the grip of gangs 
that has caused a scarcity 
of fuel, water and other ba- 
sic supplies. 
Such a force would “re- 
move the threat posed by 
armed gangs and provide 
immediate protection to 
critical infrastructure and 
services,” as well as secure 
the “free movement of wa- 
ter, fuel, food and medical 
supplies from main ports 
and airports to communi- 
ties and health care facili- 
ties,” according to a letter 
U.N. Secretary-General An- 
tónio Guterres submitted to 
the council on Sunday. 
The letter, which was seen 
by The Associated Press 
and has not been made 
public, said one or several 
member states would de- 
ploy the force to help Hai- 
ti’s National Police. 
It also states the secretary- 
general may deploy “ad- 
ditional U.N. capacities to 
support a ceasefire or hu- 
manitarian arrangements.” 


However, the letter notes 
that “a return to a more 
robust United Nations en- 
gagement in the form of 
peacekeeping remains a 
last resort if no decisive ac- 
tion is urgently taken by the 
international community in 
line with the outlined op- 
tions and national law en- 
forcement capacity proves 
unable to reverse the dete- 


riorating security situation.” 
The letter was submitted af- 
ter Haiti Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry and 18 high-ranking 
officials requested from in- 
ternational partners “the 
immediate deployment of 
a specialized armed force, 
in sufficient quantity,” to 
stop the “criminal actions” 
of armed gangs across the 
country. 


The request comes nearly 
a month after one of Haiti’s 
most powerful gangs seized 
control of a key fuel termi- 
nal in the capital of Port- 
au-Prince, where some 10 
million gallons of diesel and 
gasoline and more than 
800,000 gallons of kerosene 
are stored. 
Tens of thousands of dem- 
onstrators also have bar- 


ricaded streets in Port-au- 
Prince and other major 
cities in recent weeks, pre- 
venting the flow of goods 
and traffic as part of an 
ongoing protest against a 
spike in the prices of gaso- 
line, diesel and kerosene. 
Gas stations and schools 
are closed, while banks 
and grocery stores are op- 
erating on a limited sched- 
ule. 
Protesters are demanding 
the resignation of Henry, 
who announced in early 
September that his admin- 
istration could no longer af- 
ford to subsidize fuel. 
The 
deepening 
paraly- 
sis has caused supplies of 
fuel, water and other basic 
goods to dwindle amid a 
cholera outbreak that has 
killed several people and 
sickened dozens of others, 
with health officials warn- 
ing that the situation could 
worsen. On Sunday, Haitian 
senators signed a docu- 
ment demanding that Hen- 
ry’s “de facto government” 
defer its request for deploy- 
ment of foreign troops, say- 
ing it is illegal under local 
laws. 
A spokesman for Henry 
could not be immediately 
reached for comment.q 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
Mexican government filed 
another lawsuit Monday 
against U.S. companies it 
claims are responsible for 
the flow of illegal weapons 
into Mexico. 
The first lawsuit, which was 
recently dismissed, target- 
ed U.S. gun manufacturers. 


The second, which Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Marcelo 
Ebrard said was filed in Ari- 
zona Monday, appears to 
target gun dealers. 
“We are suing them be- 
cause clearly there is a pat- 
tern, we contend that it is 
obvious that there is weap- 
ons trafficking and that it is 


known that these guns are 
going to our country,” Eb- 
rard said. 
Ebrard promised last week 
the new lawsuit would tar- 
get gun shops or dealers in 
U.S. border states who sell 
guns to “straw” purchasers 
who pass them on to smug- 
glers, who then take the 
weapons into Mexico. 
Ebrard said about 60% of 
the weapons seized in Mex- 
ico in recent years were 
believed to have been sold 
in 10 U.S. counties, mostly 
along the border. Mexico 
has very strict restrictions 
on weapon possession, but 
drug cartel violence has 
cost hundreds of thousands 
of lives in the country in re- 
cent years. 
“We are going to show 
that many of these out- 


lets where they sell these 
products in these counties 
I mentioned, are dealing 
with straw purchasers, and 
criminal charges have to 
be brought,” Ebrard said 
last week in an appear- 
ance before the Mexican 
Senate. 
A recently enacted U.S. 
law defines straw purchas- 
ing as a crime, and sets out 
sentences of as much as 15 
to 25 years if the offense is 
related to drug trafficking. 
The announcement comes 
several days after a U.S. 
federal 
judge 
dismissed 
Mexico’s first lawsuit against 
U.S. gun manufacturers. Eb- 
rard said Mexico would ap- 
peal that decision. 
The judge ruled Mexico’s 
claims did not overcome 
the broad protection pro- 


vided to gun manufactur- 
ers by the Protection of 
Lawful Commerce in Arms 
Act passed in 2005. 
The law shields gun manu- 
facturers from damages 
“resulting from the criminal 
or unlawful misuse” of a fire- 
arm. 
Mexico was seeking at 
least $10 billion in compen- 
sation, but legal experts 
had viewed the lawsuit as 
a long shot. 
The Mexican government 
estimates 70% of the weap- 
ons trafficked into Mexico 
come from the U.S., ac- 
cording to the Foreign Af- 
fairs Ministry. 
It said that in 2019 alone, 
at least 17,000 homicides in 
Mexico were linked to traf- 
ficked weapons.q 


Protesters are dispersed by tear gas thrown by the police during a demonstration to demand the 
resignation of Prime Minister Ariel Henry in the Petion-Ville area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, 
Oct. 3, 2022. 


Associated Press 


U.N. mulls quick foreign troop deployment to ease Haiti crisis 


Mexico’s Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard speaks during a news 
conference after the High-Level Economic Dialogue Second 
Annual Meeting in Mexico City, Monday, Sept. 12, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Mexico files 2nd lawsuit against arms 
dealers in U.S. 
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During the 52nd General Assembly of OEA: 
Prime minister appealed for joint attention for the crisis in Venezuela 


ORANJESTAD – Last week, 
on request of the govern- 
ment of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands, Aruban 
Prime Minister, Evelyn Wev- 
er-Croes represented the 
Kingdom in Lima, Peru for 
the 52nd General Assem- 
bly of the Organization for 
American States, OEA. Dur- 
ing the General Assembly, 
various topics were dis- 
cussed at the governmen- 
tal level. 


Migration crisis 
One very crucial topic is 
Venezuela, and the issue 
of the migration crisis due 
to the situation in Venezu- 
ela, because of a lot of vio- 
lations of human rights in 
Venezuela, and the large 
amount of people who are 
trying to leave Venezuela. 
Prime Minister Wever-Croes 
on 
this 
topic 
informed 
about the impact of this 
migration crisis on Aruba 
and made an appeal for 
the countries to deal with 
this, being a very serious is- 
sue, and to deal with it to- 
gether. 


Other participating coun- 
tries also expressed con- 
cern regarding this topic. 
Chancellor 
of 
Panama 
also commented that Pan- 
ama sees a lot of suffering 
among people who leave 
Venezuela and try to ar- 
rive to the United States via 
Panama. He also made a 
dramatic appeal for the 
countries to work together 
to help those who want to 
leave Venezuela, so that 
they don’t have to risk their 
lives in dangerous situations 
without knowing. 


Disinformation campaign 
She also elaborated on the 
disinformation 
campaign 
to convince Venezuelans 
to 
leave 
their 
country, 
making it seem as if it is 
very easy while not inform- 
ing how dangerous it can 
be. This is also the case for 
those who want to cross 
the sea to come to Aruba 
without knowing that it is 
extremely dangerous. 


Human rights 
The topic of human rights in 
Venezuela itself received a 


lot of attention. Attending 
countries commented that 
they cannot accept that 
violations of human rights 
are taking place in such a 
nearby country. 


Sanctions 
For Aruba itself, the prime 
minister spoke with rep- 
resentatives from various 
countries 
on 
the 
topic 
of sanctions imposed on 
Venezuela. Venezuela has 
heavy fuel oil that is a lot 
cheaper, for the crude oil 
that is necessary for WEB 
– the energy generating 
company of Aruba – to 
generate electricity. 
If Aruba can import the 
heavy fuel oil from Ven- 
ezuela for WEB, the price 
of electricity and water on 
the island would go down. 
However, there are sanc- 
tions and this prevents im- 
ports from Venezuela. 


“During my meetings with 
representatives from the 
American government, I 
made an appeal to help us 
reach this cheaper oil from 
Venezuela”, Wever-Croes 
said. 


On request from minister 
of Energy, Glenbert Croes, 
the Prime Minister held a di- 
alogue also with the Chan- 
cellor from Ecuador to see 
if we can receive cheaper 
heavy fuel oil from Ec- 
uador, because despite 
the Venezuelan oil being 
cheaper, 
the 
sanctions 
prevent imports from Vene- 
zuela. “For this reason I tried 
to open the way for minis- 
ter Glenbert Croes to con- 
tinue with meetings and 
negotiations”, she said. 


“The topic of Venezuela 
had the attention of all par- 
ticipating countries during 
the 52nd General Assem- 
bly of OEA, and the coun- 
tries agreed to continue 
deliberating on this topic 
together. Venezuela is a 
country very near to us with 
family and friendly bonds 
that are very strong, and 
only by working together 
we can find a solution to 
all existing challenges and 
limitations”, the Prime Minis- 
ter commented.q 


NV Elmar: 
Energy consumption in Aruba during 
September 2021 was a never before 
seen record 


ORANJESTAD – Every year during the 
month of September, energy consump- 
tion in Aruba reaches its peak for the 
year. However, the electricity company 
of Aruba, NV Elmar indicated that last 
month broke every record. 


Factors conducing to this record are, 
among other things, the excessive heat 
which causes the compressor of air con- 
ditioning units to increase energy con- 
sumption, in order to regulate and reach 


the desired temperatures to which the 
user is accustomed, and a longer use of 
the air conditioning units to provide re- 
lief from the heat. This all contributes to 
higher energy consumption. 


“Be more mindful of energy consump- 
tion. Take a moment every day to turn 
off electronic appliances that are not 
being used or do not need to be turned 
on”, the company recommended.q 


local 
Tuesday 11 OcTOber 2022 
a8 


Nikkei Sushi Bar, not just a sushi bar 


Nikkei is a name common- 
ly used in Japan to refer to 
people of Japanese ances- 
try that are living abroad as 
citizens of other countries. It 
refers to the mix of cuisine 
and culture of the Japanese 
migrants in Peru. In time, 
successive generations cre- 
ated the cuisine that is gen- 
erally known as Nikkei. 


It’s not just sushi 
You’ve 
eaten 
traditional 
Japanese sushi. Now, ex- 
perience the most magical 
afternoon on the island. The 
names might be the same 
or similar, but the flavors 
are not. Nikkei Sushi Bar is 
a fusion of Asian and South 
American together with the 
sand of Aruba, this is how 


you get Nikkei Sushi Bar. 
Unique dishes full of original- 
ity and creativity. Nikkei Su- 
shi Bar offers unforgettable 
and unique flavors through 
creative cuisine art so that 
you can enjoy a good sushi. 


Our menu has also a large 
selection of appetizers but 


not just ordinary appetizers. It is the very es- 
sence of Nikkei Cuisine. The mélange of fa- 
miliar flavors highlight the spicy South Ameri- 
can portion of our menu with subtle hints of 
Japanese seasoning to create the most de- 
lectable and memorable meals you will ever 
have. 


Nikkei Sushi Bar is for eating and...drinking. 
Pair your food with some Sake or Kirin Beer or 
go fusion and have an island-made cocktail 
and beer. But don’t stop there because you 
can get a high ball or good old-fashioned on 
this rock. The bar is completely stocked and 
the place will make you meet and create 
newer happy moments on our one happy 
island. 


Nikkei Sushi Bar is a fusion of food, drink and a 
good ambience.q 


Make your reservation at: +297 7376506. 


Nikkei Sushi Bar 
Tanki Flip 55 
Noord Aruba 
Tel: +297 7376506 
Opening hours:12noon-10pm.every day. 


LOCAL A9 
Tuesday 11 OcTOber 2022 


Aruba Badminton competing at the XII 
South American Games Asunción 2022 


The Aruba badminton se- 
lection competed at the 
XII South American Games 
Asunción 2022 that is tak- 
ing place between 1-15 
October. 


Leyenne Schairer compet- 
ed at the Women Singles 
and won the first round 
against home country Par- 
aguay in two sets. The sec- 
ond round was an exciting 
game 
against 
Guyana. 
The first set was lost with a 
very tight score, whereaf- 
ter in the second set the 
opponent 
managed 
to 
win with a larger score ad- 
vancement. 


Mackie Lu competed at 
the Men Singles and won 
the first round against Bo- 
livia with conviction. In 
the second round he lost 
against the third-seeded 
player from Peru. Togeth- 
er Leyenne and Mackie 
played the Mixed Doubles 
against 
Ecuador 
which 
they closely lost in three 
sets. 


The Aruba Badminton Fed- 
eration congratulates both 
Leyenne and Mackie for 
their results, for showing big 
progress in both technical 
and tactical performance 
since their debut last year 
at the Cali Valle 2021 Ju- 
nior Pan American Games. 


This was the second time 
that Aruba badminton par- 
ticipated at a continental 
multi-sport event. 
The Aruba badminton se- 
lection consists of players 
that started in the selec- 
tion only two years ago. 
This amazing development 
for Aruba Badminton has 
been made possible with 
the support of the Comite 
Olimpico Arubano, Bad- 
minton Pan America, the 
Regional Training Center 
in Eindhoven and our lo- 
cal training program in 
Aruba.q 


[source: Aruba Badminton 
Federation] 


[Photo 
credits: 
Comite 
Olimpico Arubano] 
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Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas 


SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 miles 
southeast from Oranjestad you 
will enter the city San Nicolas, also 
known as Sunrise City or Chocolate 
City. A city that is rich in authen- 
tic culture and island charm. San 
Nicolas is Aruba’s second largest 
city and was once a bustling com- 
pany town dominated by the oil in- 
dustry since the early 1930’s. 


Over the course of four decades, 
its demographics had changed 
immensely due to a stream of Afro- 
Caribbean and South American 
workers who came to fill the jobs in 
the oil refinery between the 1920’s 
until the 1960’s. To this day traces 
of the multicultural influences in 
culinary offerings and customs, 
housing and population are clear- 
ly visible in San Nicolas - more than 
anywhere else on the island. 


Flow of history 
if you are looking for history San 
Nicolas has it. Here you will find 
three amazing museums, The Mu- 
seum of Industry, the Community 
Museum and the Carnival Eupho- 
ria, all within walking distance from 


one another. 
The Museum of Industry is situated 
in the Water Tower in San Nico- 
las and narrates Aruba's industrial 
history which began in the 19th 
century. Here you will learn about 
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil and the 
tourism industries which made San 
Nicolas once a bustling business 
center. Experience the touching 
stories of those who were part of 
this history. 
Nicolaas Store built in 1940 and 


renovated in 2014 is the home of 
the Community Museum. The col- 
lection is remarkable and spans 
millennia. Ancient fossils stand next 
to tableaus of an authentically 
recreated colonial kitchen and 
bedroom and 19th-century bar- 
bershop, just to name a few of the 
items of old-time Aruba that has 
been preserved. A collection of 
artifacts and other objects of artis- 
tic, cultural, historical, or scientific 
importance can be found here for 
the purpose of education or enjoy- 
ment. 
Carnival Euphoria is showcasing 
Aruba’s Carnival. See how are 
Carnival has developed over the 
past 65 years. 


The new San Nicolas 
In the shadow of the refinery, an 
art capital is quietly beginning to 
grow. This is the new San Nicolas, 
a place that is starting to become 
a magnet for all that is young, 
cool and hip in Aruba. Indeed, 


San Nicolas has all of the ingredi- 
ents of an emerging cultural hub 
— varied history, interesting archi- 
tecture, and, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, an urban layout that makes 
it walkable. As you walk around, 
the streets are silent but the walls 
are loud, filled with bright, color- 
ful murals painted by a collection 
of artists from around the world. 
Thanks to the efforts of various art 
organizations in Aruba, such as Art 


Rules Aruba and Aruba Art Fair, 
San Nicolas has had quite the aes- 
thetic makeover with regards to 
vibrant street art. Each year more 
and more stunning murals are re- 
placing broken down buildings 
with colorful art pieces that keep 
brightening up SunriseCity. 


Must See, Do, Buy & Eat 
A little bit of everything can be 
found in the main street. Stores 
selling shoes, clothing, jewelry you 
name it. Arts & crafts by Cosecha 
store & Creative Center, a design 
store in which you can immerse 
yourself in discovering genuine 
and locally made arts and crafts 
which reflect the diversification of 
the Aruban craft heritage and the 
artistic supply of artisans. Don’t miss 
out on trying the exquisite food of- 
fered by the cafes and restaurants 
or just enjoy a peaceful walk ad- 
miring the murals, mosaic benches 
and all the history San Nicolas has 
to offer.q 
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Prime minister, Evelyn Wever-Croes: 
House Ecury as KLM Huisje 103 is proof of the close and fruitful 
relationship between KLM and Aruba 


ORANJESTAD – Last week- 
end there was a very spe- 
cial moment for Aruba. In 
the context of the celebra- 
tion of 103rd anniversary of 
KLM, House Ecury of Aruba 
was selected to become a 
KLM huisje (KLM miniature 
house). This is proof of the 
close and fruitful relation- 
ship that exists between 
KLM and Aruba. Prime min- 
ister of Aruba, Evelyn Wev- 
er-Croes on this occasion 
congratulated Mrs. Marjan 
Rintel, who was appointed 
as the new CEO for the air- 
line. 


Each year that KLM cel- 
ebrates another anniver- 
sary, it is known that they 
introduce a Delft Blue ‘KLM 
huisje’. This year, Aruban 
monument 
‘Cas 
Ecury’ 
(House Ecury) has the privi- 
lege of being chosen to be 
made into a miniature Delft 
Blue house. 


The KLM Delft Blue Houses 
are miniature replica hous- 
es from the Netherlands 
made in porcelain. Aruba 


became the second coun- 
try after Curaçao with a 
miniature house that is not 
a replica from the Nether- 
lands, surely an honor. 


The miniature houses be- 
gan being made in 1952 
and are given as a gift to 
travelers who are mem- 
bers of KLM around the 
world. The KLM miniature 
houses are always replicas 
of houses or buildings with 
historical interest and spe- 
cial architecture. During 
the flights, KLM shares more 
than 
800,000 
miniature 
houses per years to their 
members and passengers 
who just got married or are 
celebrating an anniversary. 


Now, the latest edition 
which is the home of the 
parents of Mr. Boy Ecury, 
who is our national hero 
from World War II, will also 
be shared with people 
around the world. 


“As we continue recover- 
ing from the Covid crisis, we 
are proud of the numbers of 


the touristic global market 
and the European market. 
Numbers from the Nether- 
lands particularly are at a 
higher level compared to 
2019. This simply could not 
have been possible without 
the continuous support and 
cooperation when work- 
ing with KLM. Through the 
partnership with KLM we 
built the European market 
together, with an annual 
average of 4 percent from 
the period 2011 until 2021”, 
Prime Minister Wever-Croes 
explained. 


Aruba maintains the vision 
to attract high value visitors, 
and also to recover visitors 
who have already visited 
Aruba. But also to receive 
new visitors who choose 
Aruba to enjoy an island 
that is safe, high quality 
beaches, hospitality, kind 
people, attractions, restau- 
rants, natural wonders and 
surely, high level service. 


While it is not easy to en- 
sure that the quality of ex- 
perience that is given to 


the visitors remains high, 
Aruba 
remains 
commit- 
ted to progress each day, 
through stimulating sustain- 
able development for the 
entire island. This is a com- 
mitment shared with KLM. 
Considering this, it is a great 
moment to recognize and 
at the same time be proud 
that a house and a family 
that was instrumental for 
Aruba’s tourism and de- 
velopment of aviation was 
chosen for the 103rd an- 
niversary of KLM, the Prime 
Minister commented. 


Prime Minister Wever-Croes 
added that as a mother 
and in the name of par- 
ents in Aruba, she thanks 
KLM for connecting par- 
ents 
with 
their 
children 
who are studying in the 
Netherlands. “This historical 
moment is important to re- 
mind us of the value of the 
relationship with KLM and 
how much KLM means to 
our beautiful island, and so 
continue reflecting on how 
to maintain this relationship 
for many more years.” 


Finalizing, in the name of 
the government of Aruba, 
the Prime Minister together 
with the other ministers from 
the Wever-Croes II Cabi- 
net congratulated the en- 
tire KLM team and wished 
them many years of good 
cooperation. q 
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By HALELUYA HADERO 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon 


said Monday it will invest 1 
billion euros ($972.1 million) 
to add thousands of more 


electric 
vans, 
long-haul 
trucks and cargo bikes to its 
delivery network in Europe. 
The investment would grow 
the number of electric de- 
livery vans the company 
has in Europe from roughly 
3,000 to 10,000 by 2025, the 
Seattle-based retail giant 
said in an announcement 
on its website. 
With the investment, Ama- 
zon is also hoping to pur- 
chase more than 1,500 
electric trucks, up from five 
in the United Kingdom. To 
accommodate those ve- 
hicles, the company said 
it will build hundreds of 
fast chargers across its Eu- 
ropean facilities that can 
charge 
the 
vehicles 
in 
roughly two hours.q 


By LIZ WESTON OF NerdWal- 
let 
Any 401(k) can help you 
save for retirement. A great 
401(k) allows you to save a 
whole lot more. 
The difference between a 
mediocre plan and a great 
one could translate into 
tens of thousands of dollars 
in future retirement money. 
Plus, a 401(k)’s quality can 
show how serious a com- 
pany is about attracting 
and retaining good work- 
ers. That’s not to say you 
should leave or turn down 
a job if it doesn’t offer a 
great 401(k). But knowing 
how to spot a best-in-class 
retirement plan can help 
you evaluate job offers, ne- 
gotiate a raise to compen- 
sate for what you’re missing 
and perhaps encourage 
your employer to make its 
plan better. Here are three 
features of great 401(k)s. 
A GREAT 401(K) DOESN’T 
MAKE YOU WAIT TO START 
SAVING 
A good 401(k) comes with 
a company match, plenty 
of low-cost investment op- 
tions and low fees. A great 
401(k) doesn’t make you 
wait to take advantage of 
those features. 
Many plans now allow par- 
ticipants to begin contri- 
butions immediately, with 
no waiting period. Others 


have waiting periods of 
one to six months. Some 
require people to wait a 
full year the maximum al- 
lowed under federal law 
and that delay can be ex- 
pensive for workers. 
Let’s say you’re 25, earning 
$50,000 a year and able to 
contribute 10% of your pay. 
The $5,000 you can’t con- 
tribute the first year, plus a 
typical $1,500 match you 
wouldn’t earn, could mean 
about $106,000 less in your 
retirement account by the 
time you’re 65, assuming 
7% average annual returns. 
If you change jobs in the fu- 
ture – as you almost certain- 
ly will – every waiting period 
you encounter could com- 
pound the damage. 


A GREAT 401(K) LETS YOU 
KEEP THE MATCH 
Plans offer a number of dif- 
ferent matching formulas , 
with some of the most com- 
mon being 50% of the first 
6% of earnings and 100% of 
the first 3% to 6% of pay. 
The more generous the 
match, the better for par- 
ticipants to a point. Many 
plans have long vesting pe- 
riods for employer contribu- 
tions. You might not have a 
right to any matching funds 
until you’ve worked for the 
company for three years, 
for example. After you hit 
the three-year mark, you 
would own 100% of any 
match 
you’ve 
earned 
and 100% of any future 
matches.q 


In this Nov. 15, 2017, file photo, new $1 bills are cut and stacked 
at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Liz Weston: How to spot a great 401(k) 


An Amazon Prime logo appears on the side of a delivery van as 
it departs an Amazon Warehouse location in Dedham, Mass., 
Oct. 1, 2020. 
Associated Press 


Amazon to invest $972M for electric 
vans, trucks in Europe 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
aloe Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Gold Coast 
Wespunt 24 hour security 
Town House 
3 br 2 1/2 bath 
Price :$470 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


_________________________________215832 


Costa Linda Beach resort 
eagle beach 
2 br , 2 bath week 41 and 42 
room # 1023 ground floor 
Near pool and ocean 
Price : $25 K both weeks 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 42 room #4115 
eagle building with 23 weeks 
remain 
Price : $ 7 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Tierra Del Sol 
Wespunt comunity gate 
condo townhouse 
3 br , 2 1/2 bath ocean view 
With garage fully furnished 
Price :$ 475 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
Tibushi wespunt 
2 br , 2 bath with 1 appartment 
Pool 
Price :$375K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 br WK # 44 and 45 room # 
706 
32 weeks remain 
Price : $ 7 K each 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 38 room # 2322 
Harbor / Ocean view $6K 
1 br WK #41 room # 2517 
1 br WK #42 room # 2501 
Pool / Ocean view $7 K each 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 42 room # 2136 
Ground floor harbor ocean view 
$5 K 
1 br WK # 43 and 44 room # 
2245 
Pool / Ocean view 
Price : $6 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE 
CANAVERAL, 
Fla. 
(AP) — Ancient Mars may 
have had an environment 
capable of harboring an 
underground world teem- 
ing with microscopic or- 
ganisms, French scientists 
reported Monday. 
But if they existed, these 
simple life forms would 
have altered the atmo- 
sphere so profoundly that 
they triggered a Martian 
Ice Age and snuffed them- 
selves out, the researchers 
concluded. 
The 
findings 
provide 
a 
bleak view of the ways 
of the cosmos. Life even 
simple life like microbes 
“might actually common- 
ly cause its own demise,” 
said the study’s lead au- 
thor, Boris Sauterey, now a 
post-doctoral 
researcher 
at Sorbonne University. 
The 
results 
“are 
a 
bit 
gloomy, but I think they 
are also very stimulating.,” 
he said in an email. “They 
challenge us to rethink the 
way a biosphere and its 
planet interact.” 
In a study in the journal Na- 
ture Astronomy, Sauterey 
and his team said they 
used climate and terrain 
models to evaluate the 
habitability of the Martian 
crust some 4 billion years 
ago when the red planet 
was thought to be flush 
with water and much more 
hospitable than today. 
They surmised that hydro- 
gen-gobbling, 
methane- 
producing microbes might 
have flourished just be- 


This image made available by NASA shows the Jezero Crater 
area on the planet Mars, captured by the Mars Reconnaissance 
Orbiter. 


Associated Press 


Underground microbes 
may have swarmed 
ancient Mars 


neath the surface back 
then, with several inches (a 
few tens of centimeters) of 
dirt, more than enough to 
protect them against harsh 
incoming radiation. Any- 
where free of ice on Mars 
could have been swarm- 
ing with these organisms, 
according to Sauterey, just 
as they did on early Earth. 
Early 
Mars’ 
presumably 
moist, warm climate, how- 
ever, would have been 
jeopardized by so much 
hydrogen sucked out of 
the thin, carbon dioxide- 
rich atmosphere, Sauterey 
said. 
As 
temperatures 
plunged 
by 
nearly 
mi- 
nus-400 degrees Fahren- 
heit (minus-200 degrees 
Celsius), any organisms at 
or near the surface likely 
would have buried deeper 
in an attempt to survive.q 
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By KRISTIN M. HALL 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
When actor and singer Rita 
Wilson was a young girl, 
she and her Greek mother 
would bond over listening 
to songs on the radio, es- 
pecially ‘70s singer-song- 
writers. 
Wilson’s mother would en- 
gage her in conversation 
about the meanings of the 
songs and what the artist 
was trying to say, some- 
times giving her daughter 
a new way to think about 
lyrics. 
“I think hearing songs from 
someone else’s perspec- 
tive and them hearing it 
differently is always a great 
way to hear a song and 
also says how powerful it is 
with music because we’re 
all interpreting them in our 
own ways,” said Wilson. 
Now Wilson is doing just 
that with her favorite ‘70s 
songs and turning them 
into duets for her new re- 
cord “Rita Wilson Now & 
Forever: Duets.” Her musi- 
cal collaborators include 
Willie Nelson, Smokey Rob- 
inson, Keith Urban, Leslie 
Odom Jr., Jackson Browne, 
Tim McGraw, Elvis Costello 
and many more. 
She talked to The Associ- 
ated Press about creating 
a conversation with her 
duet partners, working with 
artists who she loved and 
bridging her love of music 
and acting. Remarks have 
been edited for clarity and 
brevity. 
AP: Most of these songs 
were not originally record- 
ed as duets. Why did you 
want to transform them in 
that way? 
WILSON: Well, I love these 
songs and I revere the 
songwriters 
who 
wrote 
them and the original art- 
ists who recorded them. 
And when songs are great 
the way these are, I didn’t 
want to mess with them too 
much. I didn’t want to rein- 
vent the melody or reinvent 
the tempo. I wanted to stay 
connected to that emo- 
tional reaction I had when 
I heard them when I was 
younger. So I thought, ‘All 
right, then what makes this 
different and what makes it 
fresh?’ And when I started 
thinking about my mom 


and those connections and 
well, maybe this is people 
talking to each other, may- 
be there’s a conversation 
here that could be had. So 
in the initial let’s call them 
the bag of songs there 
were so many and we just 
threw in everything that we 
loved. My co-producer is 
Matt Rawlings, an amazing 
pianist, arranger, orches- 
trator. He’s an incredible 
musician. So we just put 
everything that we loved 
in there and as we started 
thinking about, all right, but 
what are these songs say- 
ing? Because some songs 
are just great songs, but is 
there really an opportunity 
for a duet here?” 
AP: How many of these 
singers did you know well 
already and how many 
were like a cold call? 
WILSON: I didn’t know a lot 
of people, had maybe met 
some people in passing. I 
didn’t know Willie Nelson 
at all. But Matt Rawlings, 
my co-producer, had pro- 
duced and won Grammys 
with Willie Nelson’s Gersh- 
win album and his Sinatra 
album. So he reached out 


to Willie, and I reached 
out to Jackson Browne be- 
cause we had done that 
song live before together, 
and we really enjoyed do- 
ing that song together, “Let 
It Be Me.” Josh Groban, I 
had met, didn’t really know 
that well, but I could hear 
his voice on that, on “Song- 
bird.” I could just hear it. 
And it was so cool because 
he said, “Thank you for ask- 
ing me to do this. No one 
ever asks me to sing like 
this.” Because his audience 
has an expectation of his 
incredible instrument and 
voice. And he can blow 
the roof off something. And 
I think he was intrigued by 
singing in a more intimate 
way. 
AP: Did you and Matt give 
the duet partners creative 
freedom to sing their own 
way? 
WILSON: When Elvis Costel- 
lo sang on “Fire,” the Bruce 
Springsteen song, I was so 
blown away. He came in 
and he had this way of sing- 
ing “fire” that was unlike 
any thing I’d ever heard. 
Normally 
it 
goes, 
“and 
when we kiss, ooh, fire.” 


Right? He brought in to the 
word “kiss” every ounce of 
desire, longing, despera- 
tion, frustration. I mean, you 
just hear it in his voice and 
there’s no, “ooh,” it’s just 
“kiss.” And then “fire” is like 
an exclamation point, like, I 
can’t take it anymore! That 
I just loved. It was exhilarat- 
ing. I still talk about it. I still 
get goose bumps on that. 
AP: You’ve been putting 
out albums since 2012, but 
what made you decide 
to pursue songwriting and 
singing on top of your act- 
ing career? 
WILSON: When I started 
songwriting, it felt so wildly 
creative to me in a way 
that I had not been able 
to experience as an actor 
because I kept playing the 
same roles over and over 
again... I feel like I’ve said 


this before, but I feel like 
I’ve exhausted the canon 
of a warm, kind, nurturing 
mother, sister, wife, daugh- 
ter, you know? There’s only 
so many ways that charac- 
ter can be written and you 
get tired of it... And cre- 
atively, songwriting is such 
an intimate process that 
became so satisfying that I 
felt like I had found a cre- 
ative home for myself that 
I could do and not have to 
wait on other people to do 
it. Meaning that if you’re 
producing a movie, some- 
times that takes years. And 
if you’re in a movie, you 
have control of one aspect 
of your performance, but 
then it’s out of your hands. 
So it enabled me to stay in 
that creative conversation 
and in a very connected 
way.q 


Actress/singer Rita Wilson poses for a portrait, Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021, in Los Angeles to promote her album “Rita Wilson Now & 
Forever: Duets.” 
Associated Press 


Rita Wilson creates conversations with ‘70s-era duets 
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By STEVE REED 
AP Sports Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
The Carolina Panthers fired 
coach Matt Rhule on Mon- 
day, ending the former 
Baylor coach’s tenure five 
games into his third losing 
season. 
Rhule, the first NFL coach to 
be fired this season, went 
11-27 with Carolina and 
leaves with roughly $40 mil- 
lion remaining on the sev- 
en-year, guaranteed $62 
million contract he signed 
in 2020. The Panthers fell 
to 1-4 with Sunday’s 37-15 
home loss to San Francisco 
as 49ers fans made Bank of 
America Stadium their East 
Coast home. 
Defensive pass game co- 
ordinator and secondary 
coach Steve Wilks will serve 
as interim coach for the rest 
of the season. The 53-year- 
old Wilks spent one year as 
Arizona’s coach in 2018, 
going 3-13. 
The Panthers also fired two 
of Rhule’s longtime assis- 
tants, defensive coordina- 
tor Phil Snow and assistant 
special teams coach Ed 
Foley, according to a per- 
son familiar with the situa- 
tion. The person spoke to 
The Associated Press on 
condition 
of 
anonymity 
on Monday because the 
moves had not been an- 
nounced. Both coaches 


previously worked for Rhule 
at Temple and Baylor. 
Rhule did not immediately 
respond to voice and text 
messages on Monday. 
David Tepper, the second- 
wealthiest owner in the NFL, 
lured the 47-year-old Rhule 
away from Baylor with a 
deal that was notable for its 
length and dollar value for 
a rookie NFL coach. Tep- 
per will have to pay out the 
rest of the deal unless Rhule 
takes another job. In that 
case, the money he makes 
will count against what he’s 
owed by the Panthers. 
Tepper was initially pa- 


tient with Rhule following 
Sunday’s loss, but grew in- 
creasingly agitated and 
changed his mind on Mon- 
day. 
Tepper planned to address 
the media later Monday. 
Rhule’s teams went 5-11 
in 2020 and 5-12 last year. 
The Panthers hoped Rhule 
could turn things around 
in his third year as he did 
at Baylor and at Temple 
before that. The team had 
constant turnover at quar- 
terback under Rhule, with 
Teddy Bridgewater as the 
starter in 2020 and Sam 
Darnold and Cam Newton 


getting starts last year. 
The Panthers traded for 
Baker Mayfield this off- 
season. But the 2018 No. 1 
overall draft pick has been 
awful, ranking last in the 
NFL in ESPN’s total quar- 
terback 
rating. 
Mayfield 
has completed 54.9% of 
his passes and is averag- 
ing fewer than 200 yards 
passing per game with four 
touchdowns and four inter- 
ceptions. 
The poor play at the game’s 
most important position put 
unsustainable pressure on 
Carolina’s defense. Under 
Rhule, the Panthers were 


1-27 when allowing an op- 
ponent to score 17 or more 
points. 
Rhule was unpopular when 
the season began and 
fans targeted him even 
more after the Panthers 
lost their season opener 
to the Cleveland Browns 
in what was dubbed the 
“Baker Bowl.” Chants of 
“Fire Rhule!” got louder 
with each game at home, 
where the Panthers are 1-3. 
Mayfield was one of sever- 
al players who spoke out in 
support of Rhule. 
“We’re fine in the locker 
room when it comes to 
that,” Mayfield said. “There 
are a lot of plays that we 
just have to flat-out make 
and he can’t do that. He 
can’t go make plays for us. 
He can’t do the execution 
for us.” 
This marks the second time 
in four years Tepper has 
fired a coach during the 
season. He let go of Ron Ri- 
vera, the winningest coach 
in franchise history, with 
four games left in 2019 with 
the Panthers at 5-7. 
The 
Panthers 
have 
not 
been to the playoffs since 
2017 the year before Tep- 
per took over and have not 
won a playoff game since 
winning the NFC champi- 
onship in 2015 to reach the 
franchise’s second Super 
Bowl. q 


Carolina Panthers head coach Matt Rhule speaks during a news conference after their loss against 
the San Francisco 49ers during an NFL football game on Sunday, Oct. 9, 2022, in Charlotte, N.C. 


Associated Press 


Panthers fire Matt Rhule after 1-4 start; Wilks takes over 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
Dustin 
Johnson 
needed 
only six events to have a 
$30 million year, and he 
still has two events left with 
Saudi-funded LIV Golf. 
Even though he failed to 
finish in the top 10 for the 
first time, Johnson clinched 
the inaugural LIV Golf Indi- 
vidual Championship. 
The two-time major cham- 
pion already has earned 
$12,758,600 $3 million of 
that from four team victo- 
ries in the LIV Golf Invita- 
tional series with one indi- 
vidual title. 
Winning the season points 
title comes with an $18 mil- 
lion bonus. 


Johnson has 121 points go- 
ing into the LIV Golf Invita- 
tional-Jeddah event this 
week in Saudi Arabia. He 
has a 42-point lead over 
Branden Grace, who had 
to withdraw last week be- 
cause of an injury. The win- 
ner of each event gets 40 
points. 
Johnson was the most signif- 
icant player Greg Norman 
signed for the rival league. 
He held the No. 1 rank- 
ing longer than any other 
player since Tiger Woods 
and had said in February 
he would stick with the PGA 
Tour until changing his mind 
in June. 
The $30 million is in addition 
to the signing fee to join 


LIV Golf, which The Daily 
Telegraph reported to be 
about $125 million over four 
years. 
Johnson won the Boston 
event in a playoff. He tied 
for second in the LIV events 
at Trump Bedminster in 
New Jersey and outside 
Chicago. 
The LIV Golf events fea- 
ture $25 million in total prize 
money $20 million for the 
individual 
competition, 
with the winner getting $4 
million. 
Johnson’s most lucrative 
year on the course on the 
PGA Tour was in 2020, when 
he captured the FedEx 
Cup and its $15 million bo- 
nus and earned just over $5 


million in regular prize mon- 
ey. He played 14 times that 
season, which lost nearly 
three months because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Greg Norman, the CEO and 
commissioner of LIV Golf, 
referred to the 38-year-old 
Johnson as the “corner- 


stone” of the league. 
“He has more than lived up 
to his billing,” Norman said. 
After the seventh event 
in Saudi Arabia, LIV Golf 
wraps up its season with 
a $50 million bonanza at 
Trump Doral near Miami for 
team competition.q 


Dustin Johnson from Florida USA plays a shot on the 5th hole 
during LIV Golf Invitational Bangkok 2022 at Stonehill Golf Club 
in Pathum Thani, Thailand , Friday, Oct. 7, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Johnson has $30 million year and 
growing in LIV Golf 
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By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Sports Writer 
Major League Baseball’s 
first foray into a best-of- 
three wild-card round pro- 
vided its share of memora- 
ble moments. 
A 
15-inning, 
432-pitch 
game. A seven-run come- 
back win. Joe Musgrove’s 
ears. 
Now it’s on to the division 
series, which is business as 
usual with a best-of-five 
format. The four matchups 
are Braves-Phillies, Padres- 
Dodgers, 
Mariners-Astros 
and 
Guardians-Yankees 
and all of them begin Tues- 
day. 
The Astros, Yankees, Braves 
and Dodgers got to rest 
and watch the wild-card 
drama round from home, 
thanks to superior regular 
season records. Now they’ll 


bring their own storylines to 
the postseason stage. 
Rested 
Yankees 
slugger 
Aaron Judge — who set 
the AL record with 62 hom- 


ers this season — gets his 
chance to swat postseason 
dingers. Jose Altuve, Justin 
Verlander and the Astros 
bring their ample postsea- 


MLB Playoffs: Judge, Verlander join fray as 8 teams remain 


son experience to the mix. 
The 
Dodgers 
and 
their 
loaded lineup of Mookie 
Betts, Trea Turner and Fred- 
die Freeman take the field. 
Then there’s the defend- 
ing World Series cham- 
pion Braves, who rallied to 
win the NL East in the final 
days of the regular season 
and look formidable once 
again. 
Some of the game’s big- 
gest 
stars 
are 
already 
headed home after the 
wild-card 
round: 
Max 
Scherzer, Pete Alonso and 
the Mets are gone after a 
101-win season. The feel- 
good story of Cardinals 
veteran stars Albert Pujols 
and Yadier Molina is over 
partly because of a leaky 
bullpen. The Blue Jays and 
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. were 
bounced by a stunning 
Mariners comeback. 
After the division series 
wrap 
up, 
the 
league 
championship series and 
World Series will be in a 
best-of-seven format. The 
LCS is scheduled to begin 
on Oct. 18 while the World 
Series starts Oct. 28. 
HOW WAS THE NEW WILD 
CARD FORMAT? 
MLB’s switch to a bulked- 
up, 12-team bracket and 
a best-of-three wild-card 
round — instead of the 
one-game, sudden death 
format that had been in 
place since 2012 — seemed 
to provide the balance the 
sport was seeking. 
“It’s 
definitely 
interest- 
ing,” Phillies slugger Kyle 
Schwarber 
said. 
“You 
know, I think it’s good for 
teams that we can get 
extra teams in there, and 
guys are going to be bat- 
tling throughout the whole 
year. It’s not just that do-or- 
die. But still, it’s also a round 
of urgency, too, because 
it’s two wins and you’re on 
to the next round. 
“So there’s a sense of ur- 
gency 
in 
every 
single 
game, which I think is really 
good.” 
The Guardians were one 
of the teams that didn’t 
need three games in the 
wild-card round to ad- 
vance, sweeping the Rays 
with two wins. But even af- 
ter winning the first game, 
Guardians manager Terry 
Francona seemed pleased 


with the new format. 
“I think it’s good. I think it’s 
better,” Francona said. “I 
think it’s a more true out- 
come. But then again, 
it might hurt us. I hope it 
doesn’t. Just think: you 
play 162 and then you play 
one and go home. That’s 
rough. I think this is good for 
the fans. I think it’s a bet- 
ter measure in competitive 
balance than a one-game 
play-in.” 
WHY DID THE PLAYOFFS 
START LATE? 
October’s postseason fes- 
tivities will bleed into No- 
vember before a champi- 
on is crowned. 
That’s mostly because of 
the sport’s labor strife that 
resulted in a work stop- 
page over the winter. It 
delayed the beginning of 
spring training and pushed 
the regular season back 
about a week. Baseball 
players and owners sal- 
vaged the usual 162-game 
season, but to do that, they 
had to move opening day 
from March 31 to April 7. 
Some of the games origi- 
nally scheduled for the first 
week of the season were 
moved to the end, mean- 
ing a season that was origi- 
nally scheduled to end on 
Oct. 2 instead ended on 
Oct. 5. 
WHO ARE THE FAVORITES? 
Great question. 
The Dodgers have been 
dominant all season with a 
lineup that includes Betts, 
Turner and Freeman. They 
won 111 games for one of 
the best seasons in fran- 
chise history. 
Over 
in 
the 
American 
League, the Houston As- 
tros topped 100 wins as 
well. They’ve got a loaded 
lineup that includes Altuve, 
Alex Bregman and Yordan 
Alvarez, along with Ver- 
lander, the potential AL Cy 
Young winner. 
The Yankees were cruising 
for much of the season — 
led by Judge’s huge year 
— but haven’t played as 
well since the All-Star break. 
Then there’s the defend- 
ing World Series champion 
Braves, who still have a 
loaded lineup that includes 
Austin Riley, Dansby Swan- 
son, Michael Harris, Matt 
Olson and Ronald Acuña 
Jr.q 


Philadelphia Phillies interim manager Rob Thomson removes his 
cap during baseball practice Thursday, Oct. 6, 2022, in St. Louis. 
Associated Press 


